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                            UD's  347-acre Agriculture Research Experimental  Station and Sussex Cooperative Extension
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                            CANR students get hands-on experience with precision agriculture technology
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                            Sharing the latest research with our community
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                            Reaching across programs and institutions for efficient solutions
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            Welcome to the Carvel Research and Education Center: youtube.com/watch?v=qJ0F22yF3do

        
        
    













                        

                    
                
            

        
    

























	
        
        
    		
        		
            		






















    
    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        












    The Elbert N. and Ann V. Carvel Research and Education Center

The Carvel Center campus, located in Georgetown in Sussex County, fulfills the tripartite mission of our land-grant university — teaching, research and Extension outreach. The Carvel Center serves as the southern agriculture experiment station for the University of Delaware College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and encompasses the Thurman Adams Jr. Agriculture Research Farm (347 acres) with a focus on agronomic, vegetable and horticulture crops, the Warrington Irrigation Research Farm (120 acres) in Harbeson, Lasher Laboratory for poultry diagnostics, and the Jones Hamilton Environmental Research House. Our campus is also home to Sussex County Cooperative Extension providing programing in 4-H Youth Development, Poultry, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Lawn and Garden. 

 

With an overall staff of 50 full-time administrators, agents, faculty, and specialists, assisted by 50 to 70 seasonal part-time employees and student interns, the Carvel Center paves the way in serving the needs of the agricultural industry, youth and families, students and residents of our great state. Learn more about our history.
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                    The Carvel Research and Education Center 
16483 County Seat Highway 
 Georgetown, Delaware 19947 
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    Our research and educational facilities



    
























    
    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        






















    
    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        








































    
    
        
    



    
        
    
    





    
        
            
                
                    [image: ]
                

            
        
        
            
                Thurman Adams Jr. Research Farm


            

            
                Named after former Delaware Sen. Thurman Adams, our 347-acre research farm provides field crop research and supports all off-farm research projects across the state. 

The farm is the site for agriculture tours. merging research and outreach for local growers and industry.
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                Warrington Farm


            

            
                The 120-acre Warrington Farm is located Harbeson, Delaware in Sussex County.

 

Research on this farm provides the college's core research arena focusing on center pivot, drip, and sub-surface irrigation projects in addition to water management issues.
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                Lasher Laboratory


            

            
                Lasher Laboratory serves as the front line in disease surveillance and management for the poultry industry. A $4 million, state-of-the-art renovation in 2016 provides necropsy, serology, and bacteriology testin, along with virus identification and monitoring using DNA (PCR) testing.
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                Jones Hamilton Environmental Poultry Research House


            

            
                The Jones Hamilton Environmental Poultry Research House is an example of private industry collaboration with UD and the State of Delaware to examine litter management and air quality for the poultry industry.
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    Student Opportunities at the Carvel Center
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            Carvel Center Teaching Mission: youtube.com/watch?v=H9O6aZHyKms
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                Our facility continues the strong tradition of serving our agricultural clientele and their families as well as the citizens of Delaware.


                - Mark Isaacs
                Carvel REC director
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        AGRICULTURE MISSIONARY

Gordon Johnson's career in agriculture and with the University of Delaware spans three decades of service, research breakthroughs and many noteworthy recognitions including the 2023 Worrilow Award  Read the UDaily article.


        

    




















    
    
        
            
            

            
            
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    
        
            Montage of Extension Staff in Action in Delaware: youtube.com/watch?v=UHPYhBIWRj0
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							Selecting a Drone for Crop Scouting

						
                        
                            April 08, 2024 | Written by Jarrod Miller,  Agronomy Specialist

                        
                        
                        	After ten years the drone market has become fairly reliable, but it may still be confusing when deciding what kind of drone you may want. There are several types of drones available, with the most common being a quadcopter, which could be considered a micro-helicopter with four propellers (Figure 1a). Other options include a fixed-wing (airplane, Figure 1b), hybrid, or coaxial. A hybrid will take off like a quadcopter by flying like an airplane, helping land in tight spaces but using less battery during flight. Both fixed-wing and hybrids are better for field mapping useful in reconstructing whole fields for precision agriculture applications. For field scouting, the best option is the standard quadcopter, particularly as it can hover overtop of the field, stop at the edges, and land on the back of a truck.

                        
                    
	
                    	
						
						
							Turfgrass Nutrient Management - Debunking Some Common Myths

						
                        
                            April 01, 2024 | Written by John Emerson, Turfgrass Nutrient Management Agent

                        
                        
                        	There are many myths and “wives tales” that are prevalent in the turfgrass industry, and I would like to take this opportunity to debunk a couple of them so that turfgrass managers can avoid wasted efforts and focus on more critical management issues. I am not exactly sure how these myths became ingrained in the industry, but nevertheless, they are present. Honestly, it is irrelevant as to why they are present, but what is important is the question, “How do we get rid of them?”. The answer is simple. The truth! The following list is by no means exhaustive, but hopefully, this piece will clear up some of the most common myths.


                        
                    
	
                    	
						
						
							Weather-Based Tools to Help Delaware Farmers Make Management Decisions

						
                        
                            March 25, 2024 | Written by Emmalea Ernest, Phd, Extension Fruit and Vegetable Specialist, Assistant Professor, Department of Plant & Soil Sciences

                        
                        
                        	Delaware has a dense network of weather stations that is maintained by Delaware Environmental Observing System (DEOS). The weather data from DEOS stations is publicly available through the DEOS website (deos.udel.edu). The DEOS home page is a great resource for quickly checking temperature, wind speed, rainfall totals, and radar and satellite loops for Delaware (Figure 1.). I personally use the DEOS home page almost every day during the growing season to check rainfall totals and temperatures and to dodge thunderstorms as I plan (and replan) the day’s fieldwork.
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        History of the Agriculture Research Center in Georgetown

A Delaware General Assembly act provided the establishment of an agricultural substation for southern Delaware. The first structure at the new "Substation" opened in 1942, which is still in use — now as storage space.

A more thorough, published history written by former Extension specialist and former Delaware Secretary of Agriculture, Ed Kee, is now available in the fall of 2019.

See our history page for details
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